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Achi Baba had been captured by the Army, in order to give us an
observation station for our attack on the Narrows ; akin to 203
Metre Hill, which was considered essential for the capture of
Port Arthur ; and Prince Henry Hill for that of Tsingtau ; but
by the ist May we had kite balloon and aeroplane observation of
far greater value to us for fire control, than the possession of an
observation station on Achi Baba; an opinion I definitely
confirmed some years later, when I visited the latter in company
with Sir Ian and Aspinall, It was an unpleasant shock to us to
find that the forts we had hoped to destroy, with the assistance
of observation from Achi Baba, were not even visible from that
gigantic fraud. Nevertheless, the obsession that Achi Baba was
necessary to the Navy persisted to the end, and even finds a
pkce in the official naval history.

The Naval Historian remarks, in the course of a somewhat
irrelevant reference to the use made by the Japanese of these
two hills:

" As is well known, the fate of Port Arthur turned on
the capture of 203 Metre Hill. From the first Admiral
Togo had pointed out that this indispensable observing
station was the decisive primary objective for the army,
but the army, ignoring the exigencies of naval gunners, tried
every other means before its chiefs were convinced. Yet
in our service the cardinal lesson appears to have been
missed. The experience of the Japanese was taken as
showing the great difficulty of destroying modern forts by
ship fire, but the only means of overcoming the difficulty
was ignored."*

The study of history is invaluable to soldiers and sailots, if
its lessons can only be read aright. There are lessons to be
learnt from the capture of Port Arthur from the Russians, and
Tsingtau from the Germans, but they do not lie in the possession
of this or that hill, but rather in the pursuit of an objective with
steady and ruthless determination, whatever the cost, in declining
to accept defeat, or being diverted by side issues. A lesson in
Japanese history which might well have been taken to heart by
those who faltered, and failed to carry the Dardanelles Campaign
* " Nayal Operations," Vol. H, page 175.